Ted Rosenthal - Press Quotes

"Rosenthal is a pianist of rarest skill, weaving rapid single note lines that span out into rich chordal patterns, parallel octaves and hints of the blues"

- Leonard Feather, Los Angeles Times
“There aren't many modern jazz pianists more dexterous than Mr. Rosenthal.”
-  Nate Chinen, New York Times

“A musician's musician who balances technique and taste.” - The New Yorker

Complex rhythms, lightning-quick runs, distinctive harmonization, melodic fluncey, and inventive improvisations make Rhapsody In Gershwin a refreshing approach to classically familiar material. — Elliott Simon, NYC Jazz Record
"The concept of the all-Gershwin album has become a rite of passage for jazz pianists, and Ted Rosenthal exemplifies the best of that tradition. Then too, there's Mr. Rosenthal's prodigious imagination, which leads him to a modernistic trio adaptation of the complete "Rhapsody in Blue," where Mssr's Rosenthal, (bassist) Martin Wind, and (drummer) Tim Horner sustain interest for the whole 17 minutes of it." - Will Friedwald, Wall Street Journal

"Rosenthal gets Gershwin's sensibility (with) a classical pianist's reverence for the material and a jazz musician's way of running off with it." - Kevin Whitehead, National Public Radio
"For those who like their holiday music sleek, chic and elegant, Wonderland takes you there".

— Howard Reich, Chicago Tribune

"This fantastic collection of piano trio renditions of holiday standards Wonderland will appeal to a wide variety of listeners, making it the perfect album to play at a holiday gathering". 

— Bobby Reed, Downbeat.com 

The pianist Ted Rosenthal gets a gorgeously full sound out of ringing chords on Wonderland, an album just right for the person in your life who's finally beginning to tire of Vince Guaraldi's "Charlie Brown Christmas." — Nate Chinen, New York Times  
Pianist Ted Rosenthal has great skills, a super imagination and keen sense of humor. He is a master of digging deep into standard fare to reimagine and rearrange tunes with fresh harmonies and/or rhythms. Out of This World is a joy to hear... 

— Ken Franckling, Ken Franckling's Jazz Notes
...exquisite interpretations of some of The Great American Songbook's most beloved compositions. — Dan McClenghan, AllAboutJazz.com

Classical themes – by the likes of Schumann and Brahms – provide the fodder on Impromptu, the new album by the pianist Ted Rosenthal. What provides the substance is his playing, with its acute intellect and limpid touch. — Nate Chinen, New York Times

The pianist, bassist Noriko Ueda and drummer Quncy Davis approach pieces by Bach, Schubert and Brahms as they would those by other revered composers – say, Monk, Ellington and Mulligan. This is not the tiresome foolery that used to be called "jazzing the classics." It is serious music making on substantial material, and it is great fun.  — Doug Ramsey, Rifftides

A serious listen to pianist Ted Rosenthal's Impromptu will be a mind-changing experience… sit back and enjoy these wonderfully creative takes on ten compositions from the classical canon that have never sounded so cool...a session that once again shows Rosenthal to be among the most creative musicians in the mainstream. — Elliott Simon, AllAboutJazz-New York
“With this subtly provocative solo recital, Ted Rosenthal merges three very different streams of piano history, putting his personal stamp on all of them. In Rosenthal's hands all this music sounds as though it sprang from the same muse, and that's the sign of a skilled, imaginative artist.”  - David R. Adler, All Music Guide.  

 “The rapport of the (Mulligan) group was amazing, particularly Gerry’s telepathic communication with outstanding pianist Ted Rosenthal...the byplay with Rosenthal left me with my jaw hanging down.”  - Gene Lees, The Jazz Letter.

"Rosenthal offered an all-Monk recital, a richly contrapuntal version of "Rhythm-A-Ning," an expansive "Round Midnight" and an infectiously swinging "Lets Cool One"  

   -  Mike Joyce, The Washington Post.

“Bach, bop, blues, ballads are all fair game for Rosenthal, an inventive pianist with super chops, mercurial wit and abundant imagination.” - Owen McNally, The Hartford Courant

“Listen to the way Rosenthal slithers and crawls into Lennie Tristano’s “Wow,” and you just may mouth the song’s title!” - Larry Blumenfeld, Jazziz 

“(Rosenthal) has terrific articulation, well developed solos, and a fine sense of group interplay...his emphasis on high speed, boppish playing almost pushes (Bill) Evans style back toward its roots.” - Cadence Magazine

“Rosenthal musters considerable flair, power and beauty... scores big with two-handed artfulness, ideas galore and abundant technique”.  - Nancy Ann Lee, Jazz Times.

“One of the best (Maybeck’s) I’ve heard.  A pianist of rare insight and personality.  I am particularly taken with his lovingly historical grasp of jazz piano’s panoply.  A super CD...” 

- Richard Palmer, Jazz Journal.

"Surely Monk would have dug this playfulness more than the literalism of his imitators." 
   - Robert L. Doerschuk, Keyboard Magazine.

“Rosenthal and Brookmeyer’s One Night in Vermont is a stunning album complete with all of jazz’ beloved nuances.” – Celeste Sunderland, All About Jazz

“Brookmeyer and Rosenthal spread mood, melody and warmth throughout… one of the best jazz albums of the year.” – Owen Cordle, Raleigh News and Observer

“Ted Rosenthal is a wonderfully elegant pianist: strong, flowing, lyrical and clean, he's one of the best we've got ... Rosenthal has that rare gift of unfussy expressiveness. He has chops to burn, but uses them to serve the emotional heart of the music.”

- Dr. Judith Schlesinger, AllAboutJazz.com

   "The level of musicianship displayed on (Jay Leonhart’s CD) Cool  is surpassed only by the spirit of mutuality… The real hero is Rosenthal, his six arrangements are quite ingenious and he has a potent right hand suggestive of Kenny Barron and Oscar Peterson.”  
- Harvey Siders, Jazz Times

